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April Meeting 
City by Nature 

The North Texas Branch Waters Network 
Kevin Sloan, ASLA, Honorary AIA, M. Arch.  

 

Wednesday, April 3, 7 pm  Fielder Museum 
1616 W. Abram Street (corner of Fielder and Abram) 

“City by Nature” will reveal the urbanism of the 
thirteen-county Metroplex that is Dallas-Fort 
Worth, whose expanding density has given rise 
to an astonishing set of challenges and unprece-
dented conditions — most notably, the appear-
ance of wildlife within the city. 
 

Bald eagles, turkeys, foxes, coyotes, bobcats and 
other species now thrive within the urban juris-
diction of DFW, typically along the natural cor-
ridors of the cities watershed network. The  

existence of wildlife within the city, along with the unsustainable and diffuse city pattern that enables it to  
exist, is laying the groundwork for new ideas and patterns to restructure the architectural landscape into a 
walkable synergy with nature. continued on page 11 
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ACC Post Oak 
 
Our mission: ACC works to 
protect Arlington’s natural 
environment through edu-
cation, community service, 
and advocacy for a sustain-
able future 
 
Published 10 times a year by  
Arlington Conservation Council 
P.O. Box 216, Arlington, TX 
76004-0216. 
 
John Darling, Editor 
1darling@sbcglobal.net 
 
Contributors 
John Blair, Grace Darling,  
John Darling, Carol Marcotte, 
Wesley Miller, Dick Schoech, 
Marylee Thomason 
 
Proofreaders 
Marian Hiler, Grace Darling 
 
Deadline for submissions is the 
15th of every preceding month. 
Please send them to  
1darling@sbcglobal.net 
 

We Need Your Help 
 

Last January, 25 ACC members completed a survey ranking four priorities 
for ACC in 2019. Members ranked the following priorities: 

1. Link “friends of the parks” groups (highest ranking) 
2. Reduce plastic 
3. Address climate change 
4. Increase monarch populations 

At the February board meeting, the board approved developing actions 
under each priority. At the March board meeting, the board approved draft 
action plans for the top 3 priorities. 
 

Now we need you to help us carry out ACC’s 2019 priority actions  
presented below. Here’s how you can help. 
• Our action plan is a draft document. Help us make it better by sending 

comments and corrections to info@acctexas.org. 
• Contact us if you are interested in helping with any of the priority  
 actions. 
• Let us know if you have an action under a priority that you want to add 

and work on. 
• You can hold off until you see an email requesting your help on an  
 action you like or where you have expertise, for example, asking a res-

taurant you frequent to reduce their use of plastic in exchange for a 
sticker, webpage listing, and Post Oak mention.   

• If you cannot participate in any actions, maybe your kids, grandkids, 
friends, etc., could help with an action. For example, ask them to put a 
reusable tote bag in their car and use it. 

You get the picture. Members ranked areas for ACC to focus on in 2019. 
The board worked to develop draft action plans to address those priorities. 
NOW, YOU HELP US CARRY OUT THE ACTIONS.  
We look forward to working with you on one or more of the priority ac-
tions in this newsletter. 
 

ACC Actions on 2019 Priorities (DRAFT) 
Priority 1: Work to connect, enhance, and advocate for “friends of 
the parks” and similar groups (Leader = Wayne Halliburton) (Kevin 
Donovan agreed to help with this priority). 
Action 1: Bring together “friends of the parks” groups, APRD, and other 
relevant groups for a lecture/panel on June 5, 2019, to discuss their  
actions, successes, issues these groups and their parks  face, and possible 
solutions. 

Action 2:  Plan next steps based on Action 1. 
continued on page 6 

From the President  
Dick Schoech 
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Bits & Pieces 

 

Join us and act locally. 
Use the handy 

 application form 
on the back page. 

Ladybug, Ladybug... 

At first glance it’s a charming 
bunch of ladybugs in Arlington 
keeping warm or being very 
friendly. But no, they’re Asian 
lady beetles, considered a nui-
sance invader that was apparently 
introduced by the USDA to con-
trol aphids and scale insects. 
Read more here. But they’re 
more than a nuisance according to one report; they invade very fast, partly 
through eating prey that our ladybugs need as well as consuming native 
ladybugs. How do you identify them? Here’s one source. On a related 
topic, should you buy and release ladybugs? We must wonder what this 
does to local native ladybugs, and this article has some answers. 

Visit us on the Web 
www.acctexas.org 

Just Keep Learning 
 

It’s a tough time for recycling all over the US. Look here for a  
report on the situation in Arlington. 
 

Our candidates for mayor and city council responded to environmental 
questions. Read their answers here. 
 

Environment Texas recently thanked ACC for signing on to support 
funding for state parks. Get the whole funding story here. 

City Hall: 
Most native plants  
removed for grand plaza. 
This tree’s still here. 
 

First rule of tree planting:  
 LOOK UP  
 BEFORE  
 YOU DIG. 

  

SURPRISE POPPIES 
 
I haven’t seen these in years; 
I don’t recall their name, 
  
Flowers the purest gold 
Sprawling along the roadside 
  
Like a pool of sunshine 
Kissing the green turf. 
  
Each blossom, delicate as 
tears, 
Forms a perfect wheel. 
  
I don’t need a name 
To know beauty, feel bliss. 
  
       ©2019 John I. Blair, 
 3/22/2019 
 

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/330362/Staff_Report-Informal_Recycling_In_Arlington_-_Spring_2019_Update__003_.pdf
https://www.texasenvironment.org/arlington-city-council-elections-survey-candidates-voting-info/
https://www.texastribune.org/2019/01/30/state-push-to-fully-fund-Texas-state-parks-and-historic-sites/
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef416
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/04/110401111358.htm
https://www.thespruce.com/good-and-bad-ladybugs-2656236
https://www.treehugger.com/lawn-garden/why-you-shouldnt-buy-ladybugs-natural-pest-control-your-garden.html
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Question Corner John Darling 

The Post Oak will not knowingly accept sponsors who are deceptive, misleading, or expressly incompatible with its mission. The Post Oak does 
not endorse, advocate, or guarantee any offer, viewpoint or representation made by its sponsors.  

Q: I’ve been feeding a feral cat where I work outdoors. Last week it actually dashed away 
from its cat food to attack a cardinal. Badly mauled, the bird flopped off as I ran over. The 
cat’s still hanging around, but I don’t want to feed it anymore. What should I do? 
 

A: This is truly a can of very angry worms. Answers depend on your starting point, and 
the extremes range from trap, take home and tame (PETA) to eradicate (multiple science-
based sources). And everything in between, apparently based on a classic subjective-
objective split between animal lovers and some scientists and wildlife advocates.  
 

Without wanting to offend, my bias is objective: Non-owned cats are among the most 
destructive invasive species in the world. They kill 1.4 to 4 billion birds and 6.3 to 22.3 

billion mammals in the US annually. Are cats the animal equivalent of privet? We know what to do with that horrible 
plant, but there’s a huge emotional gap here. And worse, eradicating non-owned cats appears impossible, but at the 
very least, stopping food appears to be mandatory. Feeding won’t stop predation, and fed cats may be healthy enough 
to breed more. Cruel? We will always have more feral cats, but native birds are another matter altogether. 

Wild Birds Unlimited 
1660 W. Randol Mill Rd. 

Arlington, TX 76012 
(817) 275-1000 

www.wbu.com/arlingtontx 
Hours 10 - 6 Mon – Fri, 

9 - 6 Sat, 12 – 5 Sun 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/feral-cats-kill-billions-of-small-critters-each-year-7814590/


continued on page 7 
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From the President continued from page 3 

Priority 2: Work to reduce plastic pollution in our environment (Leaders = Dick Schoech, Candy Halli-
burton, Jane Oosterhuis, and Corey Troiani) 

Action 1: Work with ACC membership and supporters to get restaurants to use less plastic. See 
resources 1-3 below for similar efforts.   

• Have ACC members and supporters talk to the managers or owners of restaurants they visit: 

• Ask if servers could wait until customers ask for straws before handing out straws or offer a non-plastic 
straw alternative that is easily recycled or reused. 

• Offer a recyclable take home “doggie” bag, e.g., paper or aluminum foil vs. Styrofoam or non-
recyclable plastic. If a bag for the leftovers is needed, offer a paper bag. 

• For takeout orders, ask before offering customers plastic cutlery and provide a recyclable or biodegrad-
able option like paper rather than a plastic bag. 

• Create incentives for restaurants by having ACC members and supporters submit positive and negative  
• reviews on Google and Yelp that talk about the non-use or use of plastics.  

• Tell restaurants that agree to reduce their use of single-use plastic dinnerware, cutlery, and drinking containers 
that ACC members and supporters agree to increase their visits to their restaurant. 

Action 2:  Develop ways that ACC members and Arlington residents can reduce their use of plastic 
and advocate for the goal of living “plastic free.”  Some examples are listed below.  

• Buy eggs in paper or other recyclable containers rather than Styrofoam containers. 
• Use cardboard rather than plastic stem cotton swabs. 
• Use your own reusable container for takeouts and leftovers. 
• Take a reusable tote bag to grocery stores, to pick up takeout food, etc. Some stores, like Sprouts, refund 

customers a nickel for every tote bag you bring in and use. 
• Take grocery store and other plastic bags back to the store where you got them and ask the store to recycle 

them since the city recycling program does not accept plastic bags. 
• Refuse the plastic lid, plastic stirrers, plastic straws, plastic bagged condiments, plastic bags, and anything 

plastic when you buy beverages, food, or similar items. 
• Bring a reusable beverage container such as a mug or stainless-steel container rather than accept a single-

use plastic one. 
• Carry a metal or bamboo knife, fork, and spoon combination so you can use it in restaurants that only pro-

vide plasticware. 
• Write the words “no plastic” on your credit card or on another place that will remind you when shopping 

to ask yourself, “Do I really need that plastic for my purchaser?” 
• Use butcher, waxed, or parchment paper wherever possible instead of plastic wrap. 
• Make sure your sunscreen, cosmetics and other items are microplastic and nanoplastic free. 
• Buy products that use less plastic packaging if that option is available, e.g., tomatoes.  
• Buy clothing that is made of natural fibers that are biodegradable such as cotton, wool, or hemp.  
• Purchase fewer clothes, shop at resale stores, and donate used clothes to organizations that reuse them.  
• Tell your family, friends, and especially school children about your plastic reduction efforts and ask that 

they join your effort. 
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From the President continued from page 6 

Action 3:  Monitoring Success 

Set up “Green Friends of ACC” web pages to record progress on actions 1 and 2 above.  
Monitoring for action 1 

• If the restaurant complies with any of these requests in action #1, ask if they would like their responsible 
actions listed in the ACC monthly Post Oak newsletter and on a “Green Friends of ACC” web page and if they 
would like to receive a sticker for their door touting their plastic reduction.  The scale used to denote their 
plastic reduction could be something like:  

• Level 1: Give out plastic straws only upon request or give out recyclable/biodegradable/
permanent use straws as an alternative to plastic. 

• Level 3: Provide recyclable food containers for carryout and doggie bag food, e.g., paper or foil. 
• Level 4: Give out paper rather than plastic tote bags for carryout and doggie-bagged food. 
• Level 5: Use only reusable tableware and cutlery for onsite dining. For takeout orders, provide 

plastic cutlery only upon request or provide a recyclable alternative, e.g., bamboo. 
• Level 6: For inhouse eating, provide condiments, e.g., mayonnaise, ketchup, etc., in self-serve 

bulk dispensers rather than small plastic containers and ask before giving plastic wrapped condi-
ments with takeout orders. 

• Level 7: For takeout orders, use recyclable or reusable plastic plates, cups, soup containers and 
recyclable lids. 

• Ask the person contacting the restaurant in action 1 to periodically monitor the restaurant when eating there 
to ensure that they are doing what they committed to do. 

• Create a sticker for cooperating restaurants that says they are a member of the “ACC Plastic Reduction Initia-
tive” (or similar wording) so customers know to expect minimal plastic during their visit. 

Monitoring for action 2 
• Assign value points to each of the items in action 2. 
• Record the total points for those participating in action 2 and list points behind the first name, last initial, and 

neighborhood/zip code of people participating in action 2. The list could be organized alphabetically by indi-
vidual first name, household, or organization, e.g., school class.  

Design ways to give special recognition to those with the most points. 
 

Resources for Priority 2 
https://www.plaineproducts.com/surfriders-ocean-friendly-restaurants-program-how-

restaurants-are-reducing-single-use-plastics-single-use-plastic/ 
https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/guides-eats 
https://earth911.com/recycling-guide/how-to-recycle-plastic-bags/ 
https://www.thenation.com/article/plastics-pollution-crisis-fracking-petrochemicals/ 
https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-47569233 
http://www.cleanwater.org/files/publications/CA_ReThinkFlyer_06.03.14.pdf 
(contains talking points on why restaurant plastic reduction is good for business) 

 
 
 

continued on page 8 

https://www.plaineproducts.com/surfriders-ocean-friendly-restaurants-program-how-restaurants-are-reducing-single-use-plastics-single-use-plastic/
https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/guides-eats
https://earth911.com/recycling-guide/how-to-recycle-plastic-bags/
https://www.thenation.com/article/plastics-pollution-crisis-fracking-petrochemicals/
https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-47569233
http://www.cleanwater.org/files/publications/CA_ReThinkFlyer_06.03.14.pdf
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From the President continued from page 7 

Priority 3: Climate change – What measures can Arlington take to prepare for a warming planet? 
(Leaders = Grace Darling, Jim Domke, Carol Marcotte, Sarah Stephens) 
 

Action 1: Hosted Paula Luna and Shawn Reeder, co-leaders of the Arlington chapter of Citizens Climate Lobby, as 
ACC speakers for March 2019. 
 

Action 2: Research what C40 cities are doing to mitigate the effects of global warming and determine what can 
reasonably be accomplished in Arlington. 
 

Action 3: Draft a list of suggested actions by CoA, test it on ACC members, and if approved develop a slide pres-
entation. 
 

Action 4: Recruit persuasive speakers to (a) lobby city officials to adopt our recommendations and (b) carry the 
message to civic, neighborhood, and school groups. 
 

Action 5: Design a "green" sticker that businesses and individuals who cooperate in reducing their carbon footprint 
could put on their doors/vehicles. 
 

Action 6: Create a "green friends" page on the ACC website to recognize those cutting their carbon footprint or 
who promote a sustainable lifestyle and briefly describe their achievements. 
 
Priority 4: Work to prevent monarch butterfly extinction – (Temporary leader = John Darling. Julia Bur-
gen agreed to act as a resource for this priority). 
Action 1: Develop a leadership team to formulate an action plan. 

Action 2: Contact knowledgeable members of local chapter of Native Plant Society of Texas to pool efforts. 

Action 3: Learn from Arlington Parks & Recreation Department staff about number, location, and status of mon-
arch-friendly gardens in Arlington. 

Dark Skies in Arlington? 
Part of Abram Street is being revamped to accommodate a controversial 
vision for downtown. This includes installation of street lights apparently 
meant to invoke nostalgia for the good old days — times when Arling-
ton residents could enjoy the beauty of the night sky. But what’s wrong 
here? The photo shows just 12 of the new lights that appear to lack 
shields sufficient to reduce glare and provide more light on the ground. 
Why does this matter? Lights certified by the International Dark-Sky 
Association (IDA) use smaller bulbs that need less electricity, saving 
money and reducing pollution while lowering bad environmental effects 

on wildlife. Another 
opportunity missed? 
 

By the way, Interna-
tional Dark Sky Week 
is March 31 – April 7. 
Enjoy it, but not here. 

http://www.darkskysociety.org/handouts/streetlighting.pdf
http://www.darkskysociety.org/handouts/streetlighting.pdf
https://www.darksky.org/dark-sky-week-2019/
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Blackland Prairie Nature Preserve photos by Wes Miller 
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More Bits 
Thanks to Our Last 
Speaker 

Last month Paula Luna, co-leader 
of the Arlington chapter of Citi-
zens Climate Lobby (CCL), gave 
us an update on the group’s activi-
ties with assistance from co-leader 
Shawn Reeder. 
 
The goal of CCL, seriously reduc-
ing the worst effects of climate 
change, is daunting, but Paula 
managed something remarkable: In 
a calm, reasonable way she built 
the case for the Energy Innova-
tion and Carbon Dividend Act 
in such a simple, organized way 
that it seemed like the first con-
crete solution to our looming cli-
mate disaster. 
 
In Texas, CCL members have pre-
sented the proposed act to Dallas 
and Austin city governments, 
which have endorsed it. Arlington 
city council has said they’d discuss 
it. We must hope that they know 
the 20 warmest years on record 
have occurred in the last 22 years. 

  ANISOPTERA 
  
I stop and stare . . . 
A dragonfly! 
  
Seen presence stuns imaginings. 
  
Startling big, tail needle-poised, 
Wings stilled and yet still (unmoving), 
Just this side of visible. 
  
Sensors vibrant, 
Eyes reflecting a macro-world, 
Automatical it devours a beetle meal. 
  
When coal was green its kin, largest of beasts, 
Were terror in the ripe air. 
Lingers the feel of majesty reduced, 
Of glittering, instinct-driven regality 
Diminished, palm-size. 
  
I move . . . 
The dragonfly lifts into the darkling sky 
And disappears in night. 
  

        John Blair, 1978 
            (revised 3/7/2002) 

Left to right, Shawn Reeder, Grace 
Darling, Paula Luna 

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/energy-innovation-and-carbon-dividend-act/
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April Program continued from page 2 

The Arlington Environmental Hall of Shame 
Dark skies? Where? This is the worst kind of outdoor lighting, with no shields to 
concentrate light downward. In this view alone, 13 of these dinosaurs are wasting 
light and electricity (and therefore increasing pollution) on the UTA campus. 

Kevin Sloan is a city planner, landscape architect, writer and Professor of Practice  
in Architecture at UT Arlington’s CAPPA School of Architecture. His work at 
Kevin Sloan Studio has been nationally and internationally recognized, published, and 
exhibited. 
 

Through built works, articles and awards, Sloan has become an international voice 
and advocate for ReWILDING, an approach to environmental design that is sweep-
ing the world. Award-winning built works that demonstrate ReWILDING are the 
Airfield Falls Conservation Park in Fort Worth, the biofiltering street at Dallas  
Urban Reserve and the spring-fed park and nature-driven urbanism at Vitruvian Park in North Dallas.  
He has been invited to speak internationally at conferences on ReWILDING in Dublin, Ireland, and Paris, 
France. 

Dog vomit slime mold, 
not just a an attractive 
filler but also the edi-
tor’s favorite, the only 
one he knows, and it 
goes perfectly with the 
clip art columns below. 
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Wildscape Update Marylee Thomason 

continued on page 13 

ager, brought her daughter. It 
was Heather who embraced  
native plants and planting for all 
of the city facilities. She gave 
Molly the use of one of the green-
houses and made sure she had 
everything she needed there. 
When mini-classes were intro-
duced, Heather came on Satur-
days to make presentations. It 
was a sad day for us when 
Heather moved on to lead parks 
efforts in another city. 

John Dycus remembered Ann 
Trenton, who he said would have 
loved the event. She was a tireless 
worker, often coming to weed 
when she had time. She is missed 
and fondly remembered. 
 
The arrangements were superb. 
Guests were treated to an attrac-
tive and delicious spread of cold 

cuts, wraps and a vegetable tray. 
The dessert cakes, vanilla and 
chocolate, were too good. Succu-
lent gifts, grown in the green-
house, graced every place. Little 
paper butterflies flitted in the  
foliage. A claim to the center 
piece, either a fern or Brazos pen-
stemon, was hidden under one 
seat at each table.  
 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Urban 
Biologist Sam Kieschnick spoke  
on the importance of wildscapes. 
He noted that as Texas becomes  
increasingly urban, the need for 
nature in our cities grows more 
and more critical. Cities are 
growing and open land is shrink-
ing so every square of park land 
or home garden that is made  
native-creature-friendly is a gift  
to the environment.  

Wildscape  
25th Anniversary Celebration  
 
It was better than the Oscars. We 
had a master of ceremonies, and 
the Oscars didn’t. 
 

All the beautiful people were 
there. Founder Molly Hollar 
 enjoyed a front row seat along 
with all of her children and their 
spouses. Molly was honored by 
the presence of veteran volun-
teers Rosa Finsley, the wild-
scape’s original landscaper, Julia 
Burgen, Dawn Hancock, Gailon 
Hardin, Glenn Troutman, John 
Snowden and Joe Martinez —  
approximately 50 people in all.  
John Davis, our Parks & Wildlife 
Urban Biologist when Molly 
started the wildscape, was unable 
to attend, but sent a message that 
Sam Kieschnick read during his 
pesentation.  
 
Environmental activist and for-
mer Arlington City Council 
member Julia Burgen partnered 
with Molly at the inception of the 
wildscape. They took pictures 
and Julia brought the scrapbooks, 
with beautiful photos showing the 
early landscape. It was amazing 
for individuals to see the growth 
from then to now and interesting 
to see how the wildscape looked 
when they started.  
 

Another staunch Molly supporter, 
Heather Dowell, formerly the 
city’s urban forest and land man-
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Wildscape Update continued from page 12 

Sam talked about putting live, 
wriggling pollywogs into the 
hands of 100 equally wriggly kin-
dergarteners. The experience was 
transformative for the children. 
Nature came alive. That’s what 
wildscapes do for visitors. 
 

He was preaching to the choir, 
but everyone was still inspired. 
 

Door prizes from Idlewild  
Botanical, Handley Feed, and 
Weston Gardens, as well as two 
wood ferns from the greenhouse, 
went to lucky ticket holders.   
To make it more fun, people 
were offered a choice between a 
gift certificate and a plant. When 
it got down to the certificate, the 
choice was between a small enve-
lope and a big one. Which one 
contained the bigger prize? 
 

Master of ceremonies Hester 
Schwarzer called on people to 
share their favorite memories 
about Molly and the wildscape.  

In an emotional tribute, Carrie 
Donovan credited Molly with 
changing her life in the best possi-
ble way. It is an experience many 
in the room shared.  

Ann Knudsen modeled the new 
volunteer T-shirt that active wild-
scape volunteers received at the 
end of the festivities. 

The whole fabulous event was 
planned and executed by dedi-
cated wildscapers.  
 

Below, left to right: Josephine Keeney, 
Kay Sekio, Ann Knudsen, Teresa 
Day-Fickel, Carol Marcotte, Marian 
Hiler, Larry Norris, Hester Schwar-
zer, and Jane Oosterhuis.  

Frank Keeney presided over the 
projection system.  
 

Many others offered tributes to 
Molly and the wildscape volun-
teer experience. Among them: 

Charley Amos 

Kay Sekio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Josephine Keeney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and John Snowden 
 

continued on page 14 
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Wildscape Update continued from page 13 

 
eastern gamma grass and frost-
weed. The plants and seeds were 
taken to the wildscape green-
house for transplanting. 

 
 

Thank you, Ann, for coordinating 
the effort. It's working together 
that makes it all happen. 
 

February Mini Class 
Marylee Thomason gave the Mini 
Class in February on the topic 
“Native Landscaping That Won’t 
Scare the Neighbors.” She said 
that you can do pretty much any-
thing you want with your garden 
as long as you have at least a piece 
of faux lawn. 
 
A lawn does not have to be Ber-
muda or St. Augustine grass. A 
lawn is really just a low growing 
plant. Suggested substitutes were 
frogfruit and lyreleaf sage. So  
appease your neighbors about 
property values, assuage your 
conscience, and plant native.  

Snowden Plant Rescue   
by Carol Marcotte 

John Snowden invited the wildscape 
volunteers to come dig up whatever 
they wanted on the property of his 
former nursery. Carol Marcotte par-
ticipated and sent the following report 
and accompanying picture:  
 

Wildscape volunteers took the 
time to rescue plants at John 
Snowden’s former nursery on 
Friday, March 8. Participating in 
the dig were Ann Knudsen, Bev 
Crawford, Carol Marcotte, Jane 
Oosterhuis, Jim Domke, John 
Snowden, Joe Martinez, Jose-
phine Keeney, and Rosalie 
Rogers. 
 

We came away with a lot of mud, 
spring obedient and sand bonnet 
seeds, wine cup, switch grass, 



continued on page 16 

Po s t  oak         a pr i l  20 1 9           1 5  

In Case You Missed It Grace Darling 

and as Lorsban for agricultural 
products. A list of brand name 
products that contain this chemi-
cal can be found here: http://
scorecard.goodguide.com/
chemical-profiles/pesticides.tcl?
edf_substance_id=2921-88-2. 
 

Fisheries.NOAA.gov, Decem-
ber 29, 2017: On this date, the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) issued a biological opin-
ion on EPA's registration of three 
pesticides: chlorpyrifos, diazinon, 
and malathion as part of a peri-
odic review mandated by the  
Endangered Species Act. NMFS 
had asked for more time to con-
duct their review but was denied. 
The EPA registration process  
involves evaluation of the poten-
tial human health and environ-
mental effects associated with use 
of a product before it can be sold 
or distributed. NMFS addressed 
the effects of these three pesti-
cides and "determined that cur-
rent application methods . . . are  
expected to produce aquatic con-
centrations of the three pesticides 
that are likely to cause harm to 77 

federally-listed species and 50 
designated critical habitats. In 
sum, 38 different species would 
likely be jeopardized with extinc-
tion and 37 critical habitat units 
would be destroyed or adversely 
modified." At the close of the 
comment period, EPA had  
received 78,000 comments  
related to various aspects of the 
review, largely pushback from 
industry and agricultural produc-
ers. Nevertheless, the executive 
summary for chloropyrifos states 
"determinations of likely to  
adversely affect species/
critical habitats [were made] for 
all of the uses and use patterns 
modeled, resulting in threshold 
exceedances for most taxa." In 
other words, just as we thought, 
it is poisoning us and our environ-
ment.  

Science Daily, November 18, 
2008: Although current EPA 
regulations do not require  
amphibian testing, a 2008 study 
done by the University of Pitts-
burgh found that "cocktails of 

Centers for Biological Diver-
sity, 3/30/19: David Bernhardt, 
President Trump’s nominee to be 
the next secretary of the Interior, 
helped quash a report by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service showing 
that the pesticide chlorpyrifos 
jeopardized 1,399 endangered 
animals and plants. He’s unfit to 
be the next Interior secretary. 
[Editor's Note: Chlorpyrifos is an 
organophosphate insecticide, 
acaricide, and miticide used pri-
marily to control foliage and soil-
borne insect pests on a variety of 
food and feed crops.] The effects 
of the insecticide on animals 
and humans have been widely 
studied since the 1970s. Accord-
ing to the studies, chlorpyrifos 
affects living things to various  
degrees: It is very toxic to birds 
and insects, including bees, 
quite toxic to fish, and moder-
ately toxic to humans. It is sold as 
Dursban for household products 

http://scorecard.goodguide.com/chemical-profiles/pesticides.tcl?edf_substance_id=2921-88-2
http://scorecard.goodguide.com/chemical-profiles/pesticides.tcl?edf_substance_id=2921-88-2
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In Case You Missed It continued from page 15 

Thoreau in Concord, Massachu-
setts, in the 1850s. These obser-
vations, combined with current 
research, include tree and wild-
flower leaf-out dates measured 
for 37 separate years between 
1852 to 2018. Wildflowers are 
now leafing out about one week 
earlier than 160 years ago, but 
the trees are leafing out two 
weeks earlier... Understory wild-
flowers need the sunny conditions 
before the trees leaf out for their 
energy budgets. If the trees leaf 
out too soon, the spring wild-
flowers will have diminished 
blooms, or none at all. If there 
are no spring ephemerals, there 
will be no food for specialist pol-
linators who need their pollen, 
nectar, resins or leaves. If there's 
no food for the pollinators when 
they need it...you get the message. 
 

Salon.com, 3/25/19: The 
amount of renewable electricity 
generated in the United States has 
doubled in the last 10 years,  
according to number-crunching 
out Tuesday from the  
U.S. Energy Information  

Administration. Some 17.6% of 
the country's power now comes 
from renewables. 
 

It’s mainly electricity generated 
by hydroelectric dams (6.9%). 
Even after all that massive 
growth, wind only provides 6.5% 
and solar 2.3% of our electricity. 
Renewables like biomass and geo-
thermal generate the last 1.9%. 
Nuclear plants (not considered 
renewable but, hey, no green-
house gases!) provided 19% of 
U.S. electricity in 2018. The  
remaining 63.4% came from fos-
sil fuels. 
 

That’s just electricity. If we zoom 
out to include all energy 
(petroleum for cars, natural gas 
for furnaces and water heaters) 
it’s a different picture: Renew-
ables account for around 11%.  
So we still have a long way to go. 
But consider this: If renewables 
sustain this rate of growth, the 
United States would be roughly 
on track to get all of its electricity 
from carbon-free sources by 
2050. 

contaminants", which are fre-
quently found in nature, were 
lethal to leopard frog tadpoles. 
They found that a combination of 
five widely used insecticides 
(carbaryl, chlorpyrifos, diazinon, 
endosulfan, and malathion) in 
concentrations far below the lim-
its set by the EPA killed 99% of 
leopard frog tadpoles. 

Texas Pollinator Powwow, 
3/28/19: A new study is using 
observations made by Henry 
David Thoreau — 19th-century 
American naturalist, social  
reformer, and philosopher — to 
explore the effects of climate 
change on tree leaf-out and, as a 
result, the emergence of spring 
wildflowers. The study draws on 
scientific observations initiated by 

https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=38752&src=email
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=38752&src=email
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Arlington Conservation Council Membership Application 
Memberships are good for one year, renewable each January. Your dues go directly to our public education efforts. 
 

Membership Information 
 
Name ________________________________________ First-year member  $10.00 

Address ________________________________________ Individual  $15.00    

  ________________________________________ Family  $25.00    

Phone ________________________________________ Supporting  $40.00 

E-mail ________________________________________ Sponsor  $100.00 

        Lifetime Individual  $250.00 

        Other  $_______________ 

How did you hear about us?  _________________________________________________________________ 
Make checks payable to Arlington Conservation Council. Mail to ACC, Box 216, Arlington, TX 76004-0216. Contri-
butions and dues are not tax-deductible. Note: If you cannot pay, please let any board member know. The only avail-
able newsletter format is electronic, and it can be obtained via e-mail and the ACC Web site. 

New 
Member 
 
Renewing 
member 

Post Oak 
Arlington Conservation Council 

PO Box 216 
Arlington, TX 76004-0216 

 

President Dick Schoech 
Vice President Wayne Halliburton 
Interim Secretary Grace Darling 
 

Treasurer Marian Hiler 
Program Coordinator Grace Darling 
Webmaster Frank Keeney 
 

Editor John Darling 
Board Members  Wayne Halliburton 
               Danny Kocurek 
       Mike Kolanko 
 

 

 

April Meeting 
Wednesday, April 3, 7 pm 

 

Fielder Museum 
1616 W. Abram Street  

 

City by Nature  
The North Texas Branch Waters Network 

Kevin Sloan 
 


